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Big Idea

The Geography of Asia 

Essential Question

How did geography lead to the rise of the Mongol 
empire?
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Words To Know

Steppe – an open treeless, flat grasslands.

Isolation – to be alone

Hinder – to prevent

Let’s Set The Stage…

Located in northern central Asia, a group of nomads thrived as they were isolated 
from the rest of the world. These nomads were known as the Mongols. Their name 
comes from their homeland, which was known as Mongolia. Their isolation 
protected them from outsiders and allowed the Mongolian people to grow stronger 
and improve their technology to wage war. Like other nomads in the region, the 
Mongols lived off the land around them. They lived in tents which allowed them to 
migrate from place to place in search of the best hunting grounds and the most 
fertile soil.
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Geography of Asia

The Mongolian Empire began on the steppes of Central Asia.

The geography of Asia allowed the Mongols to expand 
their empire from the Pacific Ocean to Eastern Europe.
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The geography of Asia also hindered (prevented) the 
Mongols from conquering India.

The Mongols were a nomadic people who grazed their 
horses and sheep on the steppes [treeless plains] of 
Central Asia. 
Rival Mongol clans spent much of their time warring 
with one another.
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In the early 1200s, there was a brilliant Mongol chief 
named Temujin that united the warring tribes. 

Temujin then took the name Genghis Khan [“universal 
ruler”]. 
Eventually his forces conquered a vast (big) empire that 
stretched from the Pacific Ocean to Eastern Europe. 
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Essential Question Answered

How did geography lead to the rise of the Mongol 
empire?

The steppes of Asia made it easy for the Mongols 
to travel. 

As a result, the Mongols conquered a vast (big) 
empire that stretched from the Pacific Ocean to 
Eastern Europe. 


